
PRAYER FOR PRIESTLY AND
RELIGIOUS VOCATIONS

 
Jesus, Good and Gentle Shepherd,
grant that the men and women

from our community
may have the grace and the 

courage to hear and answer your 
call to priesthood and religious 

life.
Give them the wisdom to realize

that life is a gift.
Let them realize their life is 

part of YOUR plan.
Call forth those you have chosen
to spread the gospel message,

and help them to freely respond
to a life of service in the church
May the parents and families

of our parish 
support and encourage

 our young men and women 
to search fro, follow and answer

 the call of God in their lives.
 

AMEN

"In  the hidden recesses of 
the human heart the grace 
of a vocation takes the form 
of a dialogue. It is a 
dialogue between Christ 
and an individual, in which 
a personal invitation is 
given. Christ calls the 
person by name and says: 
"Come, follow me." This call, 
this mysterious inner voice 
of Christ, is heard most 
clearly in silence and prayer. 
Its acceptance is an act of 
faith."

-St. Pope John Paul II
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

Since the Eucharist is central to 
our Catholic faith and central to 
our parish life, the Eucharist 
should also be a focal point in 
vocational ministry.

The Parish Vocations Chalice 
Program is designed to bring 
about a family focus to praying for 
vocations.  It is from the family 
setting that our Lord grew in age, 
wisdom and grace, and it is in the 
family setting that we will sow the 
seeds of vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.

The Program encourages families 
to pray and promote vocations to 
the priesthood and religious life. 
The consecrated chalice is a 
tangible reminder of this special 
intention for the Church. The 
Second Vatican Council highlights 
the responsibility of the laity to 
pray for and support vocations. 
This urgent call has been strongly
affirmed in the writings and 
addresses of St. Pope John Paul II. 
 

Therefore, the Parish Vocations 
Team, in coordination with the 
pastor of their parish, will organize 
family/households 
willing to participate and put 
together a weekly schedule for their 
parish's chalice. 

Each week at Mass, an assigned 
family is invited to take up the gifts 
at the Offertory Procession.

At the end of Mass, the family is 
called by the priest to come forward 
to receive the chalice bag and a 
blessing.  This bag contains a 
consecrated chalice, a poster of the 
seminarians to hang up, a prayer 
card and stationery to send notes of 
encouragement to the seminarians,
priests and religious.  
 

The family takes the bag home and 
puts it in a place of honor.

Each day of the week, during 
prayer time, the family prays for an 
increase in vocations. The following 
Sunday the family returns the 
chalice for another family to take 
home.

Praying for vocations is the most 
powerful way to support vocations. 
A vocation is a call from the Holy 
Spirit, a gift from God that is 
nurtured in prayer.  When we pray 
for vocations, we lift to our Father 
those men and women whom He 
is calling to follow Him in a very 
special way.  We hope that those 
who bring the cup home will 
continue to pray daily for 
vocations.


